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Brasenose College was founded in 1509 by William 
Smyth, Bishop of Lincoln, and Sir Richard Sutton, Knight, 
of Prestbury in Cheshire. The charter was granted by 
Henry VIII. and bears date 15th January, 1512. There 
are two reputed origins of its somewhat quaint title, one 
affirming that the name is derived from an old brass 
knocker—still in existence—and the other ascribing the 
origin to a corruption of brasen hus, orbrewhouse, a build¬ 
ing which existed on this site in the 13th century. 
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Brasenose College was founded In 1509 by William 
Smyth, Bishop of Lincoln, and Sir Richard Sutton, Knight, 
of Prestbury in Cheshire. The charter was granted by 
Henry VIII. and bears date 15th January, 1512. There 
are two reputed origins of its somewhat quaint title, one 
affirming that the name is derived from an old brass 
knocker—still in existence—and the other ascribing the 
origin to a corruption of brasen-hus or brewhouse, a build - 
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